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You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream. --C. S. Lewis
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     2023 – 2024: Instructor: Mr. James Donahue/Aide: Ms Lorena Gallegos Room 4
Course Description:

  This course equips students to earn their High School Equivalency Certificate (equal to a high school diploma). By both direct instruction and the incorporation of computer programs, students are prepared to take and pass tests in the following subjects: English Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies, and Science. The grade levels of these subjects are based on the academic requirements of an accredited high school in the United States. Once all subject tests are passed, students will be rewarded their HSED (high school equivalency diploma), which is valid in all fifty states. This course is for students who intend to pursue employment and/or attend a community college (such as Bakersfield College) and perhaps later a university (such as Cal State University of Bakersfield). 

Class Design (2 hours Monday to Friday)

Phase 1: Independent Study: The first 30 minutes, students are usually allowed to work on the computer programs or the book individually. In case of doubts about the material, they can ask for help from the teacher, the assistant or their other classmates to understand a previous assignment. During this time, the teacher will also be able to attend to new students.

to. Students must study the contents of each subject previously to better understand the topics developed during the classes.

· Advanced students who already have studies and want to finish faster can study another subject and seek help if needed.

Phase 2: The teacher will present a lesson on the subject studied (one subject is studied at a time and all the content of the exam is developed in advance to take the official HiSET exam). The teacher and all the students in the class will analyze the first page together. Students then divide into groups to complete the task and the teacher and helper will help each group, however, all groups should read the passages and discuss the questions together. Each member of the group can answer individually, that is, they do not have to agree with their answers with the other classmates and can choose different answers and can discuss their answers with the others, since we do not want the groups to work in silence. The goal is to work as teams! At the end, the teacher will demonstrate the answers and the answers will be analyzed and any doubts will be clarified before moving on to the next lesson.

Phase 3: Students must measure their level of preparation for the official HiSET exam at the end of the teaching of the subject. The goal is to get 60% or more on each quiz. It is important to treat these tests as evaluations and not as homework, that is, each student must measure their execution time and finish the test within the time limit and not seek help from the internet or from the teacher. We want to treat these tests as drills and thus respect the conditions of the official exam.

to. 
· Second or Third Week: The mini-test is carried out, in the subject folder located in Schoology.

· Four to Five Weeks: Testing of computer programs (Aztec and gedonline.org).

· At the end of the course: The teacher will use the test from the official HiSET book. For students who have their own books, we ask them to take the exercises and quizzes in the chapters, but not the full quiz, which is found at the end of the book.

· For those students who obtain 60% or more, they must schedule in their HiSET.org accounts the date to take the official test.

· For those students who register 40-55%, they must study two more weeks and request help. After two weeks, another full book exam is scheduled and if they score 55% or better on the second exam, they will be scheduled to take the official HiSET exam.

· For those who cannot achieve a score above 40%, it is suggested that they drop the subject and repeat the course again with the teacher when scheduled.

· Reading/Writing/Math/Social Studies/Science
Student Learning Outcomes
1. Read and write with critical thinking and analysis of text.
2. Operate educational computer programs such as gedonline, Aztec Software, and Schoology to competently manage these programs and complete their many exercises.
3. Type a five-paragraph Argument Essay in one hour.

4. Pass each subject practice test with a minimum score of 60%. Afterwards, pass an official HiSET or GED test. Finally, pass all subject tests and earn a High School Equivalency Certificate.
Taking the High School Equivalency Tests
· All subject tests are taken online at the DAS Testing Center
· Basic typing skills are necessary to take the essay tests

· Typing classes are also offered at DAS

· The DAS Testing Center offers subject tests by the following high school equivalency companies: Hi-Set and GED 
Hi-Set Tests (http://hiset.ets.org/)
· Language Arts-Reading (40 multiple-choice questions in 65 minutes)

· Language Arts-Writing (50 multiple-choice questions and an essay in 120 minutes)

· Mathematics (50 multiple-choice questions in 90 minutes)

· Social Studies (50 multiple-choice questions in 70 minutes) 
· Science (50 multiple-choice questions in 80 minutes)

GED Tests (https://ged.com/)
· Language Arts
 (46 multiple-choice questions in reading and mechanics in 105 minutes and one essay in 45 minutes) 

· Math (46 multiple-choice questions in 115 minutes)
· Social Studies
(35 multiple-choice questions and one essay in 65 minutes and one essay in 25 minutes)
· Science (34 multiple-choice questions in 90 minutes)
Texts and Computer Programs:

· Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt Reasoning Through Language Arts
· Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt Mathematical Reasoning 
· Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt Social Studies
· Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt Science
· EST: The Official Guide to the HiSET Exam

· Schoology
· Khan Academy

· Gedonline.org
· Aztec Software (Aztec HiSET and Ged online programs)
Supplies:

· Notebook and Paper

· Pencils, Pens, and Highlighters (yellow, green, turquoise, pink)
· DAS will supply students will usage of TI-30XS Calculators and a full computer lab
Classroom Expectations:

* Please get to class on time. If a student arrives 30 minutes late (or more) or leaves 30 minutes early, this will be considered an absence. If a student cannot arrive within the first hour of class cannot stay during the second hour of class, it is better not to attend the class so as not to interrupt the teaching process. Of course, if there is an emergency, this rule will not apply. Please be sure to speak with the instructor. All emergencies will be justified. An emergency is defined as any family illness or transportation problem. Please be sure to contact your instructor so that your tardiness or absence is justified.

* Please be respectful with your teacher and classmates.

* No food is allowed in the classroom according to the policies of DAS (The Adult School). Drinks must have a sealed lid (no straws are allowed).

* Students who miss more than 5 classes per semester without a valid reason will be excluded from the class. Also, students who miss a class with a valid reason will receive the assignments they missed, but if the class is missing without communicating, they will not receive assignments.
Instructional Scope and Sequence
1. Language Arts is the first subject taught. Higher thinking skills are fostered through reading analysis and discussion. Reading comprehension (informational text, graphs, and figurative language) is applicable to all subjects. Writing mechanics and essay writing is necessary to pass the test and corresponds to the Social Studies test and the Science test (GED only).
2. Mathematics is the second subject taught. Mathematics is a difficult subject for many. Mathematics teaches logical reasoning. Also, mathematical skills translate to the science test (formulas) and the social studies test (maps and graphs). 

3. Social Studies is the third subject taught. Social Studies is the easiest subject and allows students a mental break after two strenuous tests. Nevertheless, students must possess critical thinking skills and contextual knowledge of pertinent U.S. historical events and economic concepts. 

4. Science is the fourth subject taught. Science draws on skills learned by all of the previous subjects: Language Arts (reading analysis), Mathematics (basic calculations and formulas) and Social Studies (graphs, tables, and maps). A general knowledge base of all of the sciences (geography, geology, biology, chemistry, physics, and astronomy) and familiar terms provides a solid base for a test that overall requires strong reading comprehension skills.
It is difficult to predict the length devoted to each subject. Some students are able to move very quickly due to their prior education, academic ability, and devotion to study. Other students need more time to accumulate the skills necessary to pass all four tests. Below is only an average time sequence and does not apply to everyone.

1. Language Arts (reading, grammar/punctuation, essay composition): Instructional Session of 8-10 weeks
2. Mathematics: Instructional Session of 8-10 weeks

3. Social Studies: Instructional Session of 4-8 weeks

4. Science: Instructional Session of 4-8 weeks

Each session is composed of direct teaching and independent computer program study. GED Chapter tests are given throughout the session to monitor student progress. After the end of each subject session, the instructor will give a simulated HiSET (test conditions) Practice Test. If a student records a minimum of 60% on this simulated Practice Test, the instructor will recommend that the student take the actual subject test at the DAS testing center. All students have the freedom to take the HSE Exams when they feel they are most ready; some students may request a simulated Practice Test before the instructional session has ended and some students may take the test after a teacher recommendation.
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